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support her brothers and sisters. But even they are different
from him. His crime isolates him in the middle of the human
stream, confines him to himself. Only complete confession
and harsh punishment can reinstate him in the crowd, but
he fears discovery, arrest, and trial. He consorts with police-
men and discusses the murder with them. Porfiry, the judge
who has suspected him from the beginning, toys with him,
tries his patience to the breaking point, reassures him, and
then frightens him again with diabolical cold-bloodedness.
"If you leave you will come back," the judge says to him.
"You cannot get along without us. ... I am even con-
vinced that you will come to the point of wanting to accept
suffering."
The ordeal of freedom is too hard for Raskolnikov. After
countless inner conflicts, he, the superman, prostrates him-
self at the feet of Sonia, the prostitute, and confesses his
crime to her. She advises him to give himself up.
"Then you want me to go to prison, Sonia?" he says.
"What you must do is to accept suffering and thus redeem
yourself," she answers.
He heeds her words. He goes to a crossroads and kisses the
earth "that he has defiled," then he reports to a police station.
"Gently, with pauses and hesitations, but distinctly, he says,
'It is I who killed with an ax the old pawnbroker and her
sister and who robbed them/ "
Raskolnikov is sentenced to hard labor, and Sonia accom-
panies him to Siberia.
"But," writes Dostoevsky, "he did not repent of his
crime. . . . Why does my deed seern so heinous to them, he
wondered. Because it is a crime? What is the meaning of
the word crime? My conscience is clear. To be sure I com-
mitted a murder. . . . Very well then, to respect the letter